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EDITOR’S NOTES 

Belated happy Halloween  to 

all, 

Tonight is the coveted Guy 

Fawkes anniversary         

celebrations and we wish 

everyone a great time.      

Remember to be safe as we 

would hate to see anyone 

missing fingers next        

meeting!! Also please be       

conscious of pets and        

children when letting loose 

as this can be a stressful 

time for them and their     

parents, forewarning is     

always appreciated.                

Kyla & Jess 

Club Rep Northern Zone NZ4WD 

Tony Burgess (09) 298 3194 
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Presidents report 
Well last month saw us visit another new property in the Franklin District (Thanks 
for the introduction Anton) for the third round of the Club Champs, what a great day 
and a great property finished off with a BBQ down at the Waikato rivers edge. The 
property owner/Farm Manager along with his wife came by for a look see and stayed 
for the BBQ, he had a big smile on his dial and was genuinely interested in what we 
were doing. You know, you can talk to someone until your blue in the face trying to 
explain to them exactly what it is we do and they just don’t get it until they can actu-
ally see it, anyway a great day out.  
  
Christmas Party: I don’t see a lot of names on the list, come on guys, its like pulling 
teeth sometimes.  
A year ago, to the day, I sent this to the Auckland Club, I had the initial response 
then nothing……. Waiting….waiting…..  
My copy of the constitution has the year 2000 date on it, that’s the date I joined the 
club some 18 or 19 years ago. The relevance of that you ask?  
Well pictured here is what’s called the “Ramfury Shield” for friendly rivalry between 
Auckland and Manukau 4wd club.   
In 18 years, I remember losing the shield twice, the last time when an uphill trolley 
race broke out into an all-out water pistol war, almost won by Nathan with his water 
cannon until he was out flanked by some sneaky Auckland tactics. Anyway, I digress. 
Won back by the Manukau Club 4 years 
ago on a quiz night. That means we 
have held it for 16 of the last 18 years.   
Rules are: It’s up to the loser 
(Auckland) to challenge the holder of 
the shield and winner (Manukau) to a 
none 4wd activity.   
We are waiting Auckland……….   
  
The hook has been baited…  
Stay safe, hope to see you                        
Tuesday Night .  
 

Bernie.  



P l a n n e d  T r i p s  

 
MINIMUM GEAR TO BE CARRIED 
ON ALL CLUB RUNS: 

Tow Hooks Front and Rear 

Spade 

First Aid Kit 

Nylon Rope/Strop 

Fire Extinguisher 
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To partake in any trip you must contact the trip leader and register your 
interest as numbers could be limited and a lack of numbers can result in the 

Further details for the Xmas trip are located on page 
12 



 

 

 

 

Captains Corner 
Hi All  
  
Another month has gone past and we are approaching Christmas at a rapid rate of 
knots.  
  
Last month was relatively quiet for me, did a recce on a farm on 
the Awhitu Peninsula which would be suitable for club champs sometime in the new 
year. Attended the club champs at Tata Valley but did not compete. Congrats to those 
that won in their         respective classes.  
  
Also during the month there was a trip up Thompsons Track and a few members 
walked to the Dakota crash site. I believe the track was a bit challenging and some   
interesting characters were meet on the way.  
  
We have been invited to join Thames Valley 4WD Club for their 40th birthday            
celebrations, make sure you contact Keith Barriball if you are interested in going.   
  
Other upcoming trips in October/November include:   
10 November, Waiuku Forest   
30 November, Whangarei Trip  
8 December, Kids Christmas Party  
15 December, Ness Valley  
27 December, annual Christmas/new years trip  
  
Gibbo  
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King of the Palace 2019 
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It was a wet and windy winters night. The temp was colder than a cold thing, I’m 
sitting in the shed contemplating the maintenance list on the toy when the phone 
wakes me back into reality.... 
Hey its Luke mate.... you going up to possum??? 
"Well", I stutter away a bit lost for words "when??" 
"Labour weekend." 
"Well you know I've got a lot to do, she's a big job ticking off my list and all....." 
Luke reaches through the phone and gives me a right good slapping. 
"Gezz mate I'm building a whole new truck and I'm going to be there. What's on ya 
list" 
I start stuttering again... 
"Um well check the oil. Check brakes and wheel bearings. 
Um well clean the seats and dash.... 
Come on bro there's a heap of work to do.... " 
 
And so I paid my entry then started looking for a willing victim to pull the rope out 
after I've got stuck on the grass again... 
 
My lovely daughter nominated her boo' as a possible poorly victim. He's a fit and 
lively lad of good strong build and potentially silly enough to agree to such a       
proposition. 
 
So its on. 
 
Start asking around the club to find fellow madmen. Dean pops his hand forward. 
“Haha” I go, “glad I'm not the only insane one here”. "Is Ash going to be your co?" 
"No" 
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 "Who?" 
"Chris" 
Now I'm chuckling away. He's as mad as my young Bailey. And boy'o'boy neither 
knows what they are getting into..... 
 
1 General discussion later I find out that master Scott is heading up there as well to 
assist with setting tracks and marshalling. Top bloke he is. 
 
Moving forward and my ol'bones don't recover well from sleeping in tents nowadays 
so head first into getting my transport trailer sorted to accommodate both Bailey and 
myself. 
Sleeping and dinning sorted 3 days shy of departure day I decided to now continue 
looking at the maintenance list once again. DAM!! LOST IT???? 
So loaded up the truck come Friday advise MrB to bring lots of fluids. He picked up 
the message that a large bottle of whiskey was the order of the day..... 
And off we go. 
Now at the beginning of this I discussed it was wet and windy. Well the rains gone 
but the wind is now a gale force. 
Oh well got a jumper and woolly hat. That'll do. 
Got to Dargaville in around 4hrs with heavy traffic driving. 
Set up camp, set up the trailer and well if the truck doesn't survive my great  driving 
skills then at least we will have a dry and warm cabin to retire to and sleep in. 
 
Saturday progresses and drivers brief done. Bailey is now starting to understand that 
there's no way out now. Helmet and gloves on. 
Start line. 
3.2.1 go 
Well 20 or so meters later I'm bogged. 
MrB looks worried. 
I look back and smile. 
Point to a tree and said "off ya go mate" . 
Well that was the last time for the next 48hrs that he would know what clean was. 
First step out of the truck and the mud was above the knee.... 
MrB looks across with "that look". I reassure saying that if he disappears all together 
I know where he's stashed his Whiskey. He starts slugging forward..... 
21minutes later we cross the finish line. 
"Easy as" I suggest. 
MrB now has become a yellow rather large thing with tints of red showing though. 
And what a smile indeed. Even the whites of his eyes glistened. Unsure if it was clay 
sparkling back or the sun..... 
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2nd stage didn't go well. 1st gut crossing with a slippery hill afterwards. 
And major disaster. 
The rope jumped the edge of the drum and destroyed itself in the dog clutch. 
Mr Scott was marshal on this stage and assisted best he could. 
Nothing was going to call off the upcoming DNF. 
Back to pits. 
4hrs later after practising Mr Engineering 1st step in workshop etiquette. 
If the 1st hammer don't work get a bigger one.... 
Winch back together. 2hrs left of the day back in we go. 
Get given a stage at the back of the course. 
Access track was reasonably wet and soggy. We were progressing slowly along  
throwing mud sky high. Got to the gates. 
Buckled up. 
3.2.1.go.... 
This stage had a hard left straight out of the gate. Truck went straight forward and 
sledged off track. 
Nailed reverse. 
STUCK!!! BUGGER!!! 
MrB do your thing. 
This involved dropping into a drain 2m deep. 
Climbing up the other side and sledging up a 40m+ hill climb. 
Engaged pto. 
Winch into the drain and Kricky no front drive. 
Crap. Front drive not hooked up... 
Lock in the transfer box. 
Yea ha we're away. 
Amazing this 4wheel drive concept ah...... 
 
Anyway punched through 2 more stages before dinner. 
 
As MrB was like "real new" to all this shenanigans I elected to forfeit the night 
stages. So we sat and watched. Quite lucky as one night stage involved a contained 
pond crossing. 
Which of course was generally non drivable. 
Co 'drivers up to the shorts in what had to have been VERY COLD WATER.... 
MrB was now very relieved of my decision. 
Sunday was a half day with only 5 stages. 
1st stage was over time by 25minutes. It was probably the hardest stage so far         
encountered by us. Slid down a 60m bank and eased into a drain. 30m pull hard left. 
Then 20m up a bank. Real technical driving trying to stay up on top of 4foot ruts.  
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Once bellied it involved a 30m+ off camber winch. 
Follow the track around to the top of the previous hill climb and then do the track in 
reverse. 
All up 8+ full power winches in one stage. Mind blowing. 
 
Did 2 more stages and mid way through our 3rd I noticed that rear drive wasn't 
right. 
Funny noises etc. 
Then found we had a flat. 
All good back to pits, grab the spare, away we go. Whilst changing the wheel I noticed 
oil on the opposite wheel. 
Kricky the axles missing!!!!! 
Oh studs snapped and axles slid out and gone..... 
Had a spare axle but no good if I cannot hold it in. 
Day over. 
Comp over. 
Time for a hot shower. 
MrB still got that grin ear to ear. 
Think I may have a new co'e in progress. 
 
Roll on the next event is all Bailey could 
say. 
And "here here" to that 
 
Rohan and Bailey 
Team #150 

 



Tata Valley Club Champs 
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We meet up at Bombay Waitomo with 10 trucks competing in total. 

Arriving at the property and the new prospects looked good. Maybe the grass is 
greener on the other side. 

 Starting off with a hill climb up a steep embankment, thankfully a few of the heavy 
duty trucks even made it to the top in 1 go! 

As the day progressed there were a variety of tracks, the kids got to take a tiki tour 
in some of the trucks which by the looks on their faces was a sobering experience. 
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Come to the end of the day and AJ cooked the club up a wicked BBQ feast down by 
the Waikato river with the owner of the property coming to eat with us and gaining a 
better understanding of what the sport is all about. 

 

Great time had by all. 

THE END 

Scott W. 



Christmas/New Years Trip  
Trip leader Tony Woodhill 
Admin leader Mike Gibson 
XO Peter Haigh 
Book your Place with Mike Gibson by Email or phone. Do not use Facebook, 
twitter, messenger or any other social network method ONLY USE EMAIL 
or phone to book your place.  
 
Mikes email is: Michael.debbie@xtra.co.nz  
Phone:              021888870 
There is untold organizing and meal booking etc to be done so we must have 
your booking by 30th November 
It is recommended that vehicles have any type of 4wd Mud tyres. 
Day one-  Friday 27 Dec Friday 
Meet at Te Kuiti at 11am. The meeting point is the rest area on the right as 
you drive into Te Kuiti from the north. 
Those from Auckland can convoy down together, departing Caltex Bombay at 
8am. You will need food and fuel to last three days 
Camp at Aria squash Club. 
Day two- 28 Dec Saturday 
Aria to Tangarakau 
Camp at Bushlands Campground 
Day three- 29 Dec Sunday 
Tangarakau to North Egmont 
Camp at Bushlands Campground 
Day Four- 30 Dec Monday 
North Egmont 
Camp North Egmont 
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Day Five- 31 Dec Tuesday 
North Egmont to Dawson falls 
Camp Konnan Lodge 
Day six- 1 Jan Wednesday 
Dawson falls to Kohi 
Camping Kohi 
Day 7- 2 Jan Thursday 
Kohi to Waitotara Valley 
Camping Waitotra valley 
Day 8- 3 Jan Friday 
Camping Waitotra valley 
Day 9- 4 Jan Saturday 
Camping Waitotra valley 
Day 10- 5 Jan Sunday 
Go Home if you have work Monday 
Otherwise there is an optional side trip for 2 days ending in Pio Pio  
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Rollover Trophy: Gavin Campbell 
 
For rolling 6 wrecks on Kariotahi Beach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dipstick 1: AJ  
For using the incorrect tow ball and trailer 
combo and loosing his cargo 

 
 
 

 
 

Dipstick  2: Nathan 
Phillips  

For hitting his    
water trough. 

Awards 
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For sale  
The present owner is looking to move this along as he is not using it, if            
interested you can phone him Mike McFall 0274920729  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This is the first truck I owned upon joining the club, it has been converted from 
leaf springs to coil overs all round, has Cherokee engine and transfer case,    
lockers front and rear. Pictured here just before Gavin Campbell drove it in the 
Rotorua, Nelson, and Manukau winch Challenge. I have not seen the truck in a 
couple of years so have no Idea on the present condition.  
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Manukau Club Grab Bags For Sale. 

Very Handy for having in your truck and can be  

filled with all your current gear. 

BAG ONLY. Does not include recovery gear  

pictured. 

For further information please contact AJ Welsh 
on 02108310225 or email  

antonwelsh1964@gmail.com 

Quad Torque 
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NOW LOCATED: 159C MANUKAU RD, PUKEKOHE 

Page 18 Quad Torque 



Auckland 4X4  The helpful people at Auckland 4X4 give a 5% dis-
count on all ARB products and 10% n all Auto Electrical products. 

35 East Street, Papakura 

Ph: (09) 298 2595    web: http://www.autoelec.co.nz/ 

NZ 4WD Parts and Accessories  15% discount of parts and     
accessories to Club Members.  Hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

Unit 1, 46 Hobill Avenue, Manukau City 

Ph: 0800 287278   web: www.terraintamer.com.au  

If anyone has any other club discounters please let the editor know so 
their details can be published in the next magazine 

 

 

Club Member Discounts 
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CLUB GEAR AVAILABLE—see Gav 
Polo shirts with club logo 35.00  Vests with club logo 40.00 

Jacket with logo  50.00  Singlet's   25.00 
Caps   15.00 

 

Winch Rope for Sale 

Plasma winch rope—Competition Grade 

9mm — $13.50 per metre  (140 meters remaining) 

Colin Browne  (09) 238 7298 any length  

Auckland 4X4  The helpful people at Auckland 4X4 give a 5% dis-
count on all ARB products and 10% n all Auto Electrical products. 

35 East Street, Papakura 

Ph: (09) 298 2595    web: http://www.autoelec.co.nz/ 

NZ 4WD Parts and Accessories  15% discount of parts and     
accessories to Club Members.  Hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

Unit 1, 46 Hobill Avenue, Manukau City 

Ph: 0800 287278   web: www.terraintamer.com.au  
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www.manukau4wd.org.nz 
C/- The Secretary 
26 Margarita Rise 

Pukekohe     


