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EDITOR’S NOTES 

“Winter is coming”                         

Well it’s definitely getting 

colder which means it’s time 

to prepare for some tougher, 

more challenging                

terrain. Lets face it though 

aint nothing like a bit of mud 

to get the  juices flowing. 

 

 

 

Hunt well everyone! 

Kyla & Jess 

Club Rep Northern Zone NZ4WD 

Tony Burgess (09) 298 3194 

Magazine Editors  

Kyla  (021) 203 9466 

Jess (027) 207 9486 

editor@manukau4wd.org.nz 
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Halfway through the year all ready, shortest day come and gone, that makes it 
nearly summer doesn't it? 

The first trip I have been on for some time was Waiuku forest, it was great to 
have the Rotorua club along and entertaining watching some of the Mercedes 
Ute guys in play. I say bring on more of these inter club reciprocal trip deals!                       
A reminder to some of the new guys (and old) in the club, I saw a video the 
other day of a club truck clearly in a place in south Auckland he should never 
have been (out of bounds to 4wd vehicles). Now we cannot stop you from   
doing this sort of thing, however if you must, we do ask you remove all club 
stickers from the vehicle. You are not representing the club at all in any way, 
shape or form. Further if you get in trouble doing this sort of thing i.e. stuck up 
to your headlights, don’t even think about ringing anyone of us to come help, 
as we would be in as much trouble as you will be if caught. You want mud, 
head to Woodhill or come along to one (or all) of the club champ days we 
have, you want mud and gnarly, Porters road trip is coming up. So please, think 
twice before heading to some of these no-go areas. 

Stay safe. 

Bernie 

 

 

Presidents Report 



P l a n n e d  T r i p s  

To partake in any trip you must contact the trip leader and register your 
interest as numbers could be limited and a lack of numbers can result in the 
trip being cancelled. 

 

 

MINIMUM GEAR TO BE CARRIED 
ON ALL CLUB RUNS: 

Tow Hooks Front and Rear 

Spade 

First Aid Kit 

Nylon Rope/Strop 

Fire Extinguisher 
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Captains Corner 
                                                                                                                                               
I got out to the Waiuku trip earlier this month and what a great turnout we 
had, it must have been over 30 vehicles. We had our friends up from Rotorua as 
well as a few AFS students who came along for the ride; a more detailed trip 
report is on page 6 and I know the students would have done a report and it 
will be interesting to hear their perspective on things. 
 
Last weekend Chris took a trip to Poutu Lighthouse and I have heard that some 
people needed rescuing the night before... Maybe there is a reason that Toyota 
was so cheap. Looking forward to hearing the stories on club night. 
 
Coming up this month we have another trip to Waiuku Forest which is always a 
great trip during winter. Not many other places are drivable at this time of the 
year. 
 
Later in July Dean is taking a trip to Porters Road. This has got very rutted in 
recent years but we will be doing a recce before hand and more information 
will be made available once that is complete. 
 
At this months meeting I will be asking for a show of hands for those interested 
in the Christmas trip which will be around the Taranaki area this time. I will 
have more information on club night. 
 
Gibbo  
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Waiuku Forest 
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We assembled at Otaua Hall 0900hrs and the crowd kept growing, growing and 
growing all up there was a total of 32 trucks which must be some sort of record. 
Among the group were 10 visiting trucks from Rotorua as a reciprocal from a 
trip some of our guys did down there earlier in the year; we also fitted in 7 AFS 
exchange students amongst the group. Almost forgot to mention the three or 
was it four nice shiny new demonstrator Mercedes utes Gordon brought along. 

  
Because of the large number we split into two groups with Richard Eyres      
leading one and myself the other, Richard started in the north block with Peter 
Cox and later Gibbo as tail end Charlie's and I had Dave Brown at my back. 
We were a bit sceptical about how the merc’s would go but after I found some 
not too friendly tracks to take them through they got right into it and apart 
from a lack of ground clearance and approach angles they performed quite 
well. Didn’t hear how many scratches they went back to the dealer with though 
and got no complaints either so they must have enjoyed themselves.  

Another tag along was the Mitzi Delica van in my group which performed      
reasonably well but there were places I wouldn’t let him go as I could see issues 
getting him out. 
We cleared a couple of fallen trees out of our way in the north block but other 
than that no dramas. 
AFS students enjoyed the day and thanked us for that as did Rotorua group and 
Gordon with the Merc’s. 
 

All in all a great day   
enjoyed by all. 
 

Mike Egbers.  
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Poutu Lighthouse 
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By Mikayla 

Firstly, we started on the sand at Bayleys Beach and then headed off to the 
lighthouse. 

When we finally got there my Dad went up but he didn’t get up first go, but 
then the second time he got up and we were super happy waiting for another 
challenge. Gordon had a good go, but in the end Dad had to tow him up to the 
lighthouse. We got out for a picture and then on our way again. Then we went 
to a big dip and Dad got stuck on a big corner and yeah. 

So then we went on and on until there was big hill climb that we thought 
Gordon wouldn’t get up, but he did, Leeann and me were so surprised that he 
got up. 

By Leeann 

We left the beach at 8:10ish well the weather was slightly overcast and partly 
sunny. 

upon arrival at the lighthouse Marty did a quick fly up the dunes to show how 
its done, at the same time tyre pressures had been let down for the attempts 
up to the lighthouse. After many attempts and a lot of revving, most of us made 
it to the top only taking one of 3 attempts, no names on who that was.... Ah 
Gordon. 

Off again over the dunes, through quick sand with a bit more winching, sliding 
down ways and the minor hiccup of a fuel blockage here and there                     
(Mr Campbell).  

With the 2 teams joining up again for lunch time at the campground area        
stories and laughter were on the menu, we were soon on our way again with 
some of the teams heading back to base camp. For the last part of the              
afternoon, as the sun was going down, we cruised along the beach. On the trip 
home we went down to Aranga Beach Point, just before the Maunganui Bluff. 

A great day had by all. 
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Where Are They Now 
Pictured below : Boris, Charlie, Joy and company 

 
Unloading on Silk Rd, Vladivostok 
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Travel is about discovery.... As we have travelled almost everyday the        
friendliness and generosity of local peoples along they way have almost made 
us feel embarrassed. 
Gifts, services and just hospitality have made our tour participants gasp in 
amazement. 

No matter what you read, how much you study it will never prepare you for 
what you will see and experience on a trip like this.  
Quote Brian McConnell, "unbelievable!!" 

Our Journey continued through Mongolia. The sparse open country, the                
Nomadic existence of local herders and the rugged and rough roads                   
dominated conversation. It was early in the season, some of the Gur camps 
were not totally prepared or tuned into a coming busy season but we ate, slept 
and enjoyed hospitality throughout this amazing country. 
It may be primitive but after Bob and Chis's 200 series exploded a radiator on a 
remote mountain pass 200kms from civilisation and 1500km from a parts       
supply the true colours of Mongolian hospitality and organisation came to the 
forefront. 
A huge thanks to Canat, Banu and the Blue Wolf travel company for having the 
vehicle back on the road in 2 days which included a Sunday !! 

The Russian Altai region, with its spectacular mountain scenery blew                 
everybody's pre-conceptions of this part of Russia to bits. As did the                    
hospitality from our hotel hosts and our agent Altair Tours. A Cossack dance 
troop entertained us, lots of complimentary vodka and welcome speeches 
made for a touching evening and a display of amazing local hospitality. The next 
day some of us were taken to a deer farm to see how the deer product industry 
works in this region and tested the bathing in deer blood ritual which Russians 
pay a lot of money for. A free day in the town of Ust Koksa and a wander 
around this restricted area border town complimented our 2nd of 3 visits to 
"Mother Russia" on this expedition as we officially call it. 

Next week: Kazakhstan, Kyrgzystan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan including the       
Pamir Highway. The Journey continues....................................  
Credit: Rally Tours NZ Ltd 



 
 
 
 

Another tricky crossing 
in Central Mongolia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Attractions and Customs 
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Awards 

Dipstick award: Ant & Rory, for “locking themselves out of a vehicle” when 
picking up a new Jeep. Only to find the rear door was unlocked the whole 
time...            (By unanimous decision) 
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Manukau Club Grab Bags For Sale. 

Very Handy for having in your truck and can be  

filled with all your current gear. 

BAG ONLY. Does not include recovery gear  

pictured. 

For further information please contact AJ Welsh 
on 02108310225 or email  

antonwelsh1964@gmail.com 

Quad Torque 
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NOW LOCATED: 159C MANUKAU RD, PUKEKOHE 
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Auckland 4X4  The helpful people at Auckland 4X4 give a 5% dis-
count on all ARB products and 10% n all Auto Electrical products. 

35 East Street, Papakura 

Ph: (09) 298 2595    web: http://www.autoelec.co.nz/ 

NZ 4WD Parts and Accessories  15% discount of parts and     
accessories to Club Members.  Hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

Unit 1, 46 Hobill Avenue, Manukau City 

Ph: 0800 287278   web: www.terraintamer.com.au  

If anyone has any other club discounters please let the editor know so 
their details can be published in the next magazine 

 

 

Club Member Discounts 
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CLUB GEAR AVAILABLE—see Gav 
Polo shirts with club logo 35.00  Vests with club logo 40.00 

Jacket with logo  50.00  Singlet's   25.00 
Caps   15.00 

 

Winch Rope for Sale 

Plasma winch rope—Competition Grade 

9mm — $13.50 per metre  (140 meters remaining) 

Colin Browne  (09) 238 7298 any length  

Auckland 4X4  The helpful people at Auckland 4X4 give a 5% dis-
count on all ARB products and 10% n all Auto Electrical products. 

35 East Street, Papakura 

Ph: (09) 298 2595    web: http://www.autoelec.co.nz/ 

NZ 4WD Parts and Accessories  15% discount of parts and     
accessories to Club Members.  Hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

Unit 1, 46 Hobill Avenue, Manukau City 

Ph: 0800 287278   web: www.terraintamer.com.au  
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www.manukau4wd.org.nz 
C/- The Secretary 
26 Margarita Rise 

Pukekohe     


